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ABSTRACT

Dairying is a rural land-based saving and gender-neutral enterprise that provides a more favorable opportunity
of employment and provides a constant source of income for rural farm households. However, due to the inherent risks
associated with the dairying activity, the dairy farmers are facing serious threats that even question their sustainability.
The present study has made an attempt to bring out the constraints faced by the dairy farmers and enabled to suggest an

appropriate solution so asto overcome the existing situation to a certain extent.
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INTRODUCTION

Dairying has acquired the contours of a fully-fledgndustry in the country and has positively inya the life of
those engaged in this business, directly or intirebringing significant socio-economic changeatte rearing had been a
very popular household based economic activity énaka associated with agriculture where the catéste was the major
input for all types of agriculture and thus evetiap dairying is mainly a subsidiary occupationgdeulture in Kerala. Kerala
is identified as one of the big consumer statdadifi in the food sector. In the milk productioorit, Kerala has a prestigious
position producing over 70 per cent of the requeetrwithin the State. The emergence of the Opeardtiood Programme
in the State during the year 1980 and the formadfdferala Co-operative Milk Marketing FederatiddGQMMF) popularly
known as MILMA became a turning point in the histof dairy development activities of the State. t ©tian estimated
11 lakh dairy farmers in the State, nearly thrdd lEarmers market their surplus through the co-afpez system (Expert
Committee Recommendations, GOK,2009) Dairying mtesia unique daily income to these families whoeaigaged in
this profession. Dairying, though a remunerativivitg, possesses a large number of constraingsafitably managing it.
This may often prompt the dairy farmers to quistbéctor and may adversely affect the self-suffiggan milk production
and this has far-reaching consequences in our etpn8elf-sufficiency in milk production cannot btagned, unless and
until the farmers are retained in the dairy secforensure sustainability of dairy farmers, daigygould be sustainable. The
farmers will be encouraged to take up this occopatinly if they can depend on dairying as a subsjdineans of livelihood.
In this context, it is pertinent to study the coastts faced by these dairy farmers for facilitgtan need-based intervention

from the part of various institutional sources tha existing to support the dairy farmers.
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Review of literature is an integral part of allestiific investigations which would enable the resbar to understand
the research gap and justify the study. Here theareh begins with an enquiry into the studiesadliyeonducted in the field
of dairying and it would throw light on the varioaspects related to the constraints faced by ting @amers that have been
studied from different angles by expert researchedsauthors.

Manhas and Sharma (2008) made an attempt to dtedgoinstraints faced by 200 dairy farmers in Jardistuict
of Jammu and Kashmir. The study revealed thatdfdlfe dairy farmers had faced a medium level ofst@ints, while 32.5
and 17.5 per cent respondents had faced a higthoanbtbvel of constraints, respectively. The respamtd had expressed
infrastructural constraints as the most severe dimpent, whereas technical constraints were hamgeldirying, to the least
extent. There was a significant difference betwaiéfierent groups of respondents with respect testramts encountered by
them.

Patil et al. (2009) analyzed the constraints famedairy farmers in Nagpur district while adoptimgimal manage-
ment practices. The study was conducted in 15galidrom 3 taluks of Nagpur district by personaitgrviewing 225 dairy
farmers. From the study, it was revealed that nitgjorf the respondents (72.44 per cent) faced tivesiraint of low milk
production from local breeds. 45.33 per cent ashwtage of green fodder and 41.33 per cent &sofaclean water while
per cent stated lack of preservation facility asirticonstraint. Referring to the financial consitaj 78.22 per cent of the
respondents stated their constraint as delay ik palyment, 63.11 per cent as inadequate moneyaafdof loan facility
whereas the high cost of concentrates as constfayn$6.44 per cent of the respondents. As redaddsical constraints, a
majority of the respondents (68. per cent) havedttheir constraint as inadequate knowledge @fadiss, their prevention
control while 56.89 per cent has referred theirst@int as non-availability of veterinary servic€be study suggested that
there should be special provision to impart frequezining to dairy farmers in areas which they evacerned in their day
to day life based upon judicious assessment angissmaf the training needs of dairy farmers inaarsuch as animal health
care and disease control, care and managemeninodlabreeding and management of animal, feedind,raanagement of
animal and clean milk production, etc.

Dennis (2010) conducted a study titled “Evaluatidrthe constraints to profitable smallholder daigyi A case of
Nakuru Country, Kenya. A sample of 129 smallholdairy farmers was selected from Rangai, Baruti,tBlgaad Mbogoini
provisions of the country. Multi-stage sampling ggdure was used to select respondents and thevdedacollected by the
use of structured interview schedules administesednumerators. The study revealed a number abrfasuch as the type
of breeds, feeding system, etc that influence tioditpbility efficiency. Marketing of milk is paraaunt in determining the
profitability of the dairy business. The study fouthat trust within the milk value chain is crudiainfluencing profitability.
The debt-asset ratio is also an important factackvbhould be considered by the farmers. The hitffeeratio indicates that
the farm business is insolvent and also hinderadibg more credit. The study suggested thataheadrs should be advised
by experts to go for the breeds that balance betwest of production and yield and also should attegt feeding system

that fits the type of breed and available resouatdbeir disposal.
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Khan et al. (2013) in their study titled “Curressiies and future prospects of the dairy sectoakistn found that
the dairy sector has vivid importance and role tie tational economy. But it has failed to attrdet attention of
policymakers. They pointed out a number of tecHntcaditional, marketing and financial constraitdsanimal production.
They are poor availability of nutrients, deteriawatof range of lands, animal health issues, issakded to marketing,
lack of value addition facilities, institutional mstraints, potential threats to livestock breedsyifficient extensionservices,
low productivity of Dairy animals, poor performanctlivestock services, environmental issues dumdoeasing animal
population etc. They suggested that training afbtdsvelopment programmes for smallholders esplgdiar women should
be carried out regularly to improve livestock protilon. Technology should effectively deliver behedi small farmers at
farm level and for such purpose, extension senstesild be improved and strengthened.

Rani et al. (2013) studied the constraints perckbsedairy farmers in adoption and repayment ofydi@ans. The
study was conducted in Amritsar District of Mejlegion of Punjab. The sampling procedure employeskect the ultimate
unit of the sample was multi-stage sampling tecmid hey found that the attitude of the loan offiteo many intermediates,
lengthy complicated loan procedure, inadequate &maount and illiteracy of borrowers as major praide Most of the dairy
farmers are illiterate and they cannot understhaddan procedure of banks easily. They consideptbblem of a financial
guarantor, the role of other departments, a paldicpanks and mode of payment as negligible probldtos large dairy
farmers having more than 20 dairy animals, inadegle@an amount stands as a major constraint. Sf@adaquality breed
animals, the high cost of feed and fodder, higheaspve animals were also being pointed out as nt&t. The study
suggests that there is a need for good quality @lisiand to reduce the cost of feed and fodder. Batiould come forward
and play a positive role to provide loan and repayhof a loan for future growth of the dairy sedtoPunjab.

From the studies reviewed, it could be observetittiere are technical, traditional, marketing aimaicial con-
straints to profitable Dairying. These studies fggghat in order to improve dairy production, ¢hexra need for technical
and institutional intervention to alleviate themtifed constraints. The dairy farmers should desarts of assistance and

support in order to retain them in this sector.

OBJECTIVES

- To study the constraints faced by the dairy farneihrissur District
- To suggest an appropriate solution for the dairsnéas in obtaining financial assistance from vasimstitutional

sources

Selection of the Sample

Multi-stage random sampling was used to selectr@8B8ondents from Thrissur district. Multi-stage ping refers
to sampling plans where the sampling is carriedimgtages using smaller and smaller sampling @itsach stage. In the
first stage, from each Taluk, two Anand Patternaperative Societies (APCOS) have been selectedHmh the societies in
the Taluks have been ranked based on the quahtitjyllosupplied to MILMA during the last three ysar=rom the rank list

prepared, societies which ranked first and lasehsen selected. Thus the sample size of APC@8,i$.¢., two societies
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each from five Taluks. In the second stage, frocheaf the societies, 10 farmers who are pouring bemfor the last
three years have been selected randomly. As act@mntup for comparison, three farmers who aretmnetmembers of the
society, but residing within the area of operatibthe society have been selected. Thus the sasigalés 130 dairy farmers,
consisting of 100 member farmers of APCOS and 3Bmember farmers. In addition to this, three conuiaédairy units

from the study area having a minimum cattle holdng0, have also been included for the study.

Sources of Data

Data regarding the societies have been collectad the procurement and inspection (P&I) wing ofig$ur dairy.
Primary data comprised of the problems faced bylttiey farmers have been obtained through the sampley. Pre-tested
structured interview schedule has been used foeatolg data from the respondents. Secondary tHateéhtas been used for
the study regarding the various assistance andtives received by the farmers have been colldotead Dairy Development

Department, Animal Husbandry Department and KeCaleoperative Milk Marketing Federation (Thrissuiiya

Data Analysis and Interpretation
Problems Faced by the Dairy Farmers in the Study Aga

To make dairying as a profitable and viable ventpreblems that hinder the farmers in making goamtipction
and income should be analyzed. Proper and timaéniaentions can be made only after analyzing theahgroblems
encountering by the farmers. The institutional aiescan interfere to support the farmers whenany the areas where
the assistance needed are identified. The resptmdeme given a series of problems to list in thadeo of their severity.
Scores were given to each problem in order tolfirative the problems in rank order. Scores ragdiom one to six were
given in the order of the severity from the mosing issue to the least concerned problem. Andlyinte sum of scores of

each problem was found out to rank the problemsth®tasis of this, the results are presented liteTal.

Table 1: Problems Faced by the Dairy Farmers

Sl. No Problems Score Rank
1 Rising feed cost 296 1

2 Inadequate milk price 335 2

3 Diseases 456 3

4 Lack of credit 494 4

5 Low milk production 546 5

6 Not getting assistance and incentives 667 6

Source: Compiled from primary survey
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Table 1 reveals the problems faced by the farnmemdertaking dairying as their occupation. Amamg problems
faced by the farmers, rising feed cost ranks ttsé fireed cost is one of the major items of vag@xpenses that have to incur
for dairying. There has been a wide fluctuatiohia feed costs over the period and this will adsigraffect the farmers in
meeting their expenses. The situation is more seagthere is no proportionate increase in milkepaind that is the problem
that has been ranked second by the farmers. Thefarhave reportedly said that when the milk pinceeases, there has
been more than a proportionate increase in thedestd Milk price and feed cost are the two majmres of income and
expenses. And if expense exceeds the income,litatike a burden to the dairy farmers. Outbreakisefases are the third
problem ranked by the farmers. As it affects thaltheof the cattle, it will adversely affect itsqoluctivity and also the milk
yield. This is an unexpected and unfortunate métigrcan happen to the cattle of a dairy farmbe major fixed expense
that comes under dairying is the purchasing pridhe cow. For a good productive cow to purchasermer has to incur
an amount of Rs. 45000 and if caught by any diseasgy shortly, it will endanger the farmer in tancial crisis as it
cause no production and more expenses to be incfordreating the disease. Swelling of udder, fand mouth disease,
etc. are major diseases that have been found athemgttle in the surveyed area. An amount of R802will be incurred at
a time if there occurs a disease to the cattlaidiog its treatment and medical expenses. Fomaghirit's a huge amountto
bear. At this situation, the farmer is not gettamything after meeting the expenses. The fourtblpro that has been ranked
by the farmers is the lack of credit. Financial gop needs to make available to the farmers istatjes of dairying. Due
to the unexpected loses that can happen by wagaredsed milk price, rising feed cost, increasquediture on diseases
etc., the farmer may be in a difficult conditionneet his livelihood expenses. Those who find thrjor portion of income
from dairying find it difficult to continue and isuch a situation, proper financial assistance shbelmade available to the
farmers to overcome the situation. The fifth probldat has been ranked by the dairy farmers inntollk production. The
farmers have said that sometimes the milk prodndtidow and this will adversely affect their incerevel and profitability.
This problem is closely interconnected with theedises which is one of the major reasons for lowlysrtion of milk. Less
productivity of cattle is another reason for thisldem. The farmers ranked the sixth position farneaching the assistance
and incentives to them. One of the reasons forgtoblem is the farmers less contact with soci€hey go to the society
for pouring milk and there comes less discussidwéen the secretary and the members. Many of tlebes are not even
aware of the assistance and incentives availalileetn. The members are only bothered about pouniigand getting the
milk price. Some of the farmers are of the opirtioatt they try hard from their part for getting tgsistance made available
to them. But the long procedural formalities maken difficult to get the benefits that have beerapart for them. They
have fed up trying for this and said that sincedaieying is around the clock job, they don’t hawdficient time to spend for
making clear all the formalities. For them, it i®ma time and energy consuming. Since it is tedan rigorous, they are
so much discouraged for going before these berafidsare satisfied with what they have. Many ofréspondents pointed
out that the classification of those below the ptywéne and above poverty line should be removidtey have opined that
many of the assistance is extended for SC/ST ahdcBfegory. But they may be those who have enoungim€ialbase. And
those who don’t have such a financial base maynigeto the APL category. In such a situation, indi(pén distribution

occurs and those who are really eligible for thestiance get rejected.

I mpact Factor (JCC): 3.7985 - Thisarticle can be downloaded from www.impactjournals.us




[ 196 Greeni T Thankachan & MollyJoseph |

The farmers are of the opinion that a more pralkctiotook is needed by the government in fixing dhigibility

criteria’'s. Government is spending, but not achrigithe desired objectives.

Suggestion to Ensure the Availability of FinanciaAssistance to the Dairy Farmers from Various Instititional
Sources

Dairying, because of its inherent unique featubety positive and negative, the dairy farmer shgetdproper and
timely support to adjust to the changing markatatibns. The dairy farmers were investing theiretiand labor for this
round the clock job should get the rewards alsthersame scale. The study also made it clearlibahtreased procedural
formalities and the fear of institutional set updeal with make them difficult and are less interdsin getting it. This
situation calls for the implementation of finanditdracy programmes for the dairy farmers which give them knowledge
about the use of bank account, how it can be oper@td how it would be beneficial for them in gejtthe assistance and
incentives. By providing financial literacy to tlaairy farmers, the agencies can introduce one-fietdement or similar
programmes for the farmers to obtain the subsidguarnin a lump sum at one time in a year. One setdement enables
the dairy farmers to get the eligible assistanckiacentive amount that will be credited to theink account. Thus it avoids
the farmer’s inconvenience of going for each supsitheme of different institutions which takes thair time. The society
should take part an active role as a link betwesmkland the farmers in determining the amountghatild be credited to
the bank account of each farmer and in ensuringthigafarmers have received the amount or makisgri¢ that their bank
accounts are getting credited with the assistandéracentive amount.

Because of the uncertain and unpredictable sitositithe dairy farmer who undertake the hardshiplspain, fall
in the loss and some time in debt trap also. Indhg run, the dairy farmer has to compensateHerhuge fixed expenses
that he has invested in terms of purchasing prfceowss, construction of cattle shed, etc from tlhdydmilk production.
The dairy farmer is solely depending upon the patida for reimbursing the invested amount and gieits totally distracted
whenever the cattle are getting caught with angaties. As this adversely affect the productiofif ey cannot generate
income out of it which in turn make them diffictidt meet all expenses incurred out of it and mayentakm fall in the loss.
This questions the sustainability of dairying ahd tairy farmer. So the institutional agencies rneedive more support
and assistance for sustaining these farmers irfighisby increasing their subsidy rates and amsanid also creating more

awareness for the dairy farmers about the existifg@mes of assistance and incentives which arlabhafor them.

CONCLUSIONS

The farmers pointed out that the younger generagitvesitant to come to this sector and this shbaldhanged to
make the sector more attractive. One of the farmpiised that dairying should also come under thplepment guarantee
scheme and thus can be ensured as a stable inesr@matng activity. Some of them have suggestedotiogper mechanism
should be there for the procurement and sellingahfie-added items. The farmers should be encourgeddertake the
preparation of value-added items to fetch morerime@nd long term profit. Despite all these problethe farmers are
willing to continue in this sector. They said tltla¢ dairying income yields them no savings, jusihtet the expenses. But

the mental satisfaction and relaxation that getoditt make them attractive to stick on this sectbine farmers opined that
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“if work hard, can get good income”. As most of theusehold farmers surveyed are doing self-lath@ir tnajor expense
is only the feed cost. And if there is no occuresiof any diseases, then also the situation is &olerto them. Dairying
would be more profitable if going along with agticme. Because the farmers will get many more #attil advantages of
using cow dung as a good manure for their agricailicrops, thus reducing the fertilizer cost alavith getting good and
nutritious milk, preparation and selling of valuddad items that yields another source of incomeffactively utilizing the

biogas facility, LPG cooking gas can be saved and tidds to the monetary benefits. Dairying sdstprofitable if more

prominence is given for its effective functionirydairy farmer though owns only a single cow shdwgchromoted by giving
him due importance and consideration. The daimnéas should be made known that they are undertakimgple job and
should be given proper assistance to remain insthisor. By making this sector more attractivas ibossible to attract a

more potential younger generation to enter ints figld and also to increase milk production in ¢tbentry.
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